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KULDIGA REGION

KULDIGA TOWN  KULDIGA COUNTY

Founded in Founded in

1242 2021

Area Area

13,2 km? 2505 km?
Population Population
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NATURE AND CULTURAL HERITAGE
IN THE COUNTY

= Natura 2000 areas
Cultural monuments: urban planning, architecture, art, history
= Forests and countryside

» Rivers, lakes, ponds

» Historic urban landscapes
= [ntangible cultural heritage
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UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE LIST

INSCRIPTION

Name: Old town of Kuldiga
Date of Inscription: 2023

Criterium: (V)

Property: 84.33 ha

Buffer zone: 88.85 ha

Location: N56 58 3.9 E21 58 17.5

Attribute groups: LANDSCAPE SETTING
URBAN LAYOUT
ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING FABRIC

CRAFTSMANSHIP




FORMULATION AND JUSTIFICATION OF
OUTSTANDING UNIVERSAL VALUE (OUV)

Located in the western part of Latvia, the town of Kuldiga is an
exceptionally well-preserved example of a traditional urban
settlement, which developed from a small medieval hamlet into
an important administrative centre of the Duchy of Courland
and Semigallia between the 16th and 18th centuries. The
town structure of Kuldiga has largely retained the street layout of
that period, and includes traditional log architecture as well as
foreign-influenced styles that illustrate the rich exchange between
local and travelling craftspeople from around the Baltic Sea. The
architectural influences and craftsmanship traditions introduced
during the period of the Duchy endured well into the 19th century.




HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

The OUV of the property focuses on Kuldiga as an
example of a traditional Baltic settlement and its
development from the 13th until the early 20th century.

Some of the central developments include:

= 13th. 15t century:
Medieval hamlet of vernacular architecture from local materials

= 16t-18th century:
Administrative center of the Duchy of Courland Semigallia,
introducing new building techniques and materials

= 19th — 20th century:
Part of the Russian Empire, increasing influence of Art Deco style

= 21st century:
First independence of Latvia
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Figure 1. Kuldiga |
in the 11th century | |
Figure 2. The -
development of the
castle territory east
of the existing
village in the 13th
century

Figure 3. The
expansion of
Kuldiga to the north
of AlekSuptte river in
the 16th century.
Figure 4. The
Western expansion
of Kuldiga in the
17th century.
Figure 5. The
expansion of
Kuldiga on the
outskirts of the town
in direction of
surrounding towns
in the 18th century.
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Figure 3. The
expansion of
Kuldiga to the
north of
AleksSupite river in
the 16th century.
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Figure 1. Kuldiga in
the 11th century
Figure 2. The
development of the
castle territory east
of the existing
village in the 13th
century

Figure 3. The
expansion of
Kuldiga to the north
of AlekSupite river in
the 16th century.
Figure 4. The
Western expansion
of Kuldiga in the
17th century.
Figure 5. The
expansion of
Kuldiga on the
outskirts of the
town in direction
of surrounding
towns in the 18th
century.
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Figure 6. The
expansion of
Kuldiga in the
beginning of the
20th century.

Figure 7. The
expansion of Kuldiga
in the 1930s —
1950s.

Figure 8. The
expansion of Kuldiga
in the 1960s —
1980s.




Figure 7. The expansion of Kuldiga in
the 1930s — 1950s.




Figure 8. The expansion of
Kuldiga in the 1960s — 1980s.




OUV : STATEMENT OF OUV

Kuldiga is an exceptionally well-preserved example of a traditional urban settlement. At the
confluence of the Venta River and the smaller AlekSupite stream, the beginnings of
Kuldiga, which was called Goldingen at the time, date back to the 13th century. The rivers’
intersection is a defining element of the town’s structure, contributing to its scenic
character. The medieval area of Kalnamiests, located on a hill, is clearly distinguishable
in the townscape, given its oval shape.

A significant part of Kuldiga’s history and development is linked to the Duchy of Courland
and Semigallia, which governed a significant part of the Baltics between 1561 and 1795.
The town was the primary residence and administrative center of the Duchy’s first ruler and
maintained an important role afterwards. As a result, the town developed into a prosperous
trading hub. The international orientation of the Duchy led to a rising number of foreign
merchants and craftsmen settling in Kuldiga, who left their mark on the architectural
language and building decoration of the region. The town’s structure has largely
retained the street layout which developed during the period of the Duchy.

The architectural influences and craftsmanship traditions introduced during the era of
the Duchy endured well into the 19th century. However, different laws and regulations,
aimed at fire safety, led to the progressive replacement of fire hazardous roofing materials.
The proportion of masonry buildings also increased, replacing traditional wooden ones. In
the second half of the 19th century, the brick bridge over the Venta River was constructed,
connecting Kuldiga to the east.

Unlike other towns in the Baltic region, Kuldiga survived the great wars of the 20th century
largely unscathed and modern urban developments were largely implemented far
outside its historic center.




OUV : STATEMENT OF OUV

Criterion (v): The old town of Kuldiga is an outstanding example of a well-
preserved urban settlement, representative of traditional Baltic architecture
and urbanism and of multiple historical periods — from the 13th to the early
20th centuries. Its historic urban fabric includes structures of traditional local
log architecture as well as largely foreign-influenced techniques and styles of
brick masonry and timber-framed houses that illustrate the integration of local
craftsmanship with foreign influences from other Hanse towns and centers
around the Baltic Sea as well as Russia. The craft skills are prominent in
functional and ornamental building details throughout the town and continue to
be employed by craftspeople today. The predominance of clay tiles as a
roofing material contributes to the harmonious townscape of Kuldiga.







SUPPORTING
ATTRIBUTES OF
KULDIGA
OUTSTANDING
UNIVERSAL VALUE
(OUV)

Street network
Squares
Water bodies
Watercourses
Rapids

River crossings
Landscape

Green areas
Buildings, their
elements




ATTRIBUTES

Based on the Statement of OUV and the documentation of attributes of the UNESCO World Heritage
property, it was jointly assessed how the existing attributes can best be clustered to provide for effective
management and monitoring. This activity was based on the attribute groups mentioned in the nomination
file as well as the results of the first stage of the 2023 Heritage Impact Assessment for visitor infrastructure in
Parventas Park. This information was also reassessed considering the feedback and recommendations
regarding the HIA brought forward by ICOMOS in the summer of 2024.

As a result, the central value concepts of the World Heritage property were grouped into the following four
attribute groups:

1. LANDSCAPE SETTING
2. URBAN LAYOUT
3. ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING FABRIC

4. CRAFTSMANSHIP



includes attributes that illustrate the landscape setting that enabled the ATTRIBUTE GROUP 1: LANDSCAPE SETTING
development of the Old town of Kuldiga

No. Attribute
1.1 Venta Valley

1.2 Confluence of AlekSupite
and Venta River

1.3 Ventas Rumba waterfall
14 Town setting

1.5 Panoramic views and view
corridors

- - o ' ’ 1.5a  View corridor from the pathway
1.1 Venta Valley 1.2 Confluence of AlekSupite and of a nature walkway north of

Venta the property

1.5b  View corridor from the
riverbank onto the confluence
of Venta and AlekSupite

1.5¢  View corridor from Martinsala
beach towards the Medieval
castle mound plateau

1.5d View corridors from the centre
of the brick bridge towards the
north and south

1.5e  View corridor from the Kuldiga
Regional Museum onto Ventas

1.3 Ventas Rumba waterfall 1.4 Town setting Rumba waterfall




ATTRIBUTE GROUP 1: LANDSCAPE SETTING

No. Attribute
1.1 Venta Valley

1.2 Confluence of AlekSuptte and
Venta River
1.3 Ventas Rumba waterfall

14 Town setting

1.5 Panoramic views and view
corridors

1.5a View corridor from the
pathway of a nature walkway
north of the property

1.5b  View corridor from the
riverbank onto the
confluence of Venta and
AleksSupite

1.5¢  View corridor from Martinsala
beach towards the Medieval
castle mound plateau

1.5d View corridors from the centre
of the brick bridge towards the
north and south

1.5e  View corridor from the Kuldiga
Regional Museum onto Ventas
Rumba waterfall

1.5b View corridor from the riverbank onto the confluence of Venta and AlekSupite




1.5¢ View corridor from Martinsala beach towards the Medieval castle mound plateau

1.5d View corridors from the centre of the brick bridge towards the north and south

ATTRIBUTE GROUP 1: LANDSCAPE SETTING

No. Attribute

1.1 Venta Valley

1.2 Confluence of AlekSuptte and
Venta River

1.3 Ventas Rumba waterfall

14 Town setting

1.5 Panoramic views and view
corridors

1.5a  View corridor from the pathway
of a nature walkway north of
the property

1.5b  View corridor from the
riverbank onto the confluence
of Venta and AlekSupite

1.5¢ View corridor from
Martinsala beach towards
the Medieval castle mound
plateau

1.5d View corridors from the
centre of the brick bridge
towards the north and south

1.5e View corridor from the Kuldiga

Regional Museum onto Ventas
Rumba waterfall




ATTRIBUTE GROUP 1: LANDSCAPE SETTING

No. Attribute
1.1 Venta Valley

1.2 Confluence of AlekSuptte and
Venta River
1.3 Ventas Rumba waterfall

14 Town setting

1.5 Panoramic views and view
corridors

1.5a  View corridor from the pathway
of a nature walkway north of
the property

1.5b  View corridor from the
riverbank onto the confluence
of Venta and AlekSupite

1.5¢  View corridor from Martinsala
beach towards the Medieval
castle mound plateau

1.5d View corridors from the centre
of the brick bridge towards the
north and south

1.5e View corridor from the
Kuldiga Regional Museum
onto Ventas Rumba waterfall

1.5e View corridor from the Kuldiga Regional Museum onto Ventas Rumba waterfall



ATTRIBUTE GROUP 1: LANDSCAPE SETTING

4.1.1 VENTA VALLEY 4.1.2 CONFLUENCE OF ALEKSUPITE
AND VENTA

o o L L el

et su‘ml/ |
\

SIGNIFICANCE

SIGNIFICANCE




ATTRIBUTE GROUP 1: LANDSCAPE SETTING

4.1.3 VENTAS RUMBA WATERFALL 4.1.4 TOWN SETTING

SIGNIFICANCE

SIGNIFICANCE



ATTRIBUTE GROUP 1: LANDSCAPE SETTING

4.1.5 A VIEW CORRIDOR FROM THE PATHWAY OF A NATURE WALKWAY NORTH
OF THE PROPERTY

HIGH
SIGNIFICANCE




ATTRIBUTE GROUP 1: LANDSCAPE SETTING

4.1.5 B VIEW CORRIDOR FROM THE RIVERBANK ONTO THE CONFLUENCE OF VENTA
AND ALEKSUPITE

HIGH
SIGNIFICANCE




4.1.5 C VIEW CORRIDOR FROM MARTINSALA BEACH TOWARDS THE MEDIEVAL CASTLE
MOUND PLATEAU

HIGH
SIGNIFICANCE



ATTRIBUTE GROUP 1: LANDSCAPE SETTING

4.1.5 D VIEW CORRIDORS FROM THE CENTRE OF THE BRICK BRIDGE TOWARDS THE
NORTH AND SOUTH

SIGNIFICANCE



ATTRIBUTE GROUP 1: LANDSCAPE SETTING

4.1.5 E VIEW CORRIDOR FROM THE KULDIGA REGIONAL MUSEUM ONTO VENTAS
RUMBA WATERFALL

SIGNIFICANCE




ATTRIBUTE GROUP 1: LANDSCAPE SETTING

[

317300.000N

316550.000N

e |

374350.0000 375100.0000
. NS

Institute for Heritage
'HE Management

UNESCO World Heritage property
Old town of Kuldiga

Attribute Mapping
Attributes of landscape setting

- Qverview Map -
(view corridors are not mapped;
please view photoaraphic material)

1 4.1.1 Venta Valley

— 4.1.2 Confluence of Aleksupite stream and

Venta river

4.1.3 Ventas Rumba waterfall

4.1.4 Town setting

4.1.5 Panoramic views and view corridors
4.1.5 a View corridor from the pathway of a
nature walkway north of the property

4.1.5 b View corridor from the riverbank onto
the confluence of Venta and Aleksupite

4.1.6 ¢ View corridor from Martinsala beach
towards the Medieval castie mound plateau
4.1.5d View corridors from the centre of the
brick bridge towards the north and south

= 4.1.5 e View corridor frem the Kuldiga

Regional Museum onto Ventas Rumba
waterfall

4.1.1 Potential extension Venta Valley

D Boundary of the World Heritage property

D Buffar zone of the World Heritage property
As of: May 2025 {QGIS, Opan Straet Maps @2025)

Spatial Refererce
Mare: LKS 1992 Latvia TM
Projecton: Pseudo Mescator
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includes attributes that illustrate the urban development and dimensions ATTRIBUTE GROUP 2: URBAN LAYOUT
of the Old town of Kuldiga, including landscape elements that
influenced this development

RN =2

No. Attribute

2.1 Confluence of AlekSupite
stream and Venta River

2.2 Ventas Rumba waterfall

2.3a  Street layout (including
Kalnamiests, Medieval castle
mound plateau, river crossings
such as the brick bridge,
pathways and streets)

2.3b  Street layout of the Russian
Empire within the buffer
zone

24 Public spaces

2.5 Continuity of urban
development proportions

2.5a Plotlayout

2.5b Town silhouette

-:rrﬁ"’ it . h S22y B0 S Nl SRR, et s T
2.3 Street layout 2.4 Public spaces




ATTRIBUTE GROUP 2: URBAN LAYOUT

No. Attribute

2.1 Confluence of AlekSupite
stream and Venta River

2.2 Ventas Rumba waterfall

2.3a  Street layout (including
Kalnamiests, Medieval castle
: mound plateau, river crossings
(4 B such as the brick bridge,
1["; L ol i | pathways and streets)

2.3b  Street layout of the Russian
Empire within the buffer zone

24 Public spaces

2.5 Continuity of urban
development proportions

2.5a Plotlayout

2.5b Town silhouette

2.5b Town silhouette



ATTRIBUTE GROUP 2: URBAN LAYOUT

4.1.1 CONFLUENCE OF ALEKSUPITE AND 4.2.2 VENTAS RUMBA WATERFALL

HIGH
SIGNIFICANCE

SIGNIFICANCE



ATTRIBUTE GROUP 2: URBAN LAYOUT

HIGH
SIGNIFICANCE

POTENTIAL
SIGNIFICANCE

4.2.3 a Street layout (including
Kalnamiests, Medieval castle
mound plateau, river crossings
such as the brick bridge,
pathways and streets)

4.2.3 b Street layout of the
Russian Empire within the
buffer zone



ATTRIBUTE GROUP 2: URBAN LAYOUT

4.2.4 PUBLIC SPACES

SIGNIFICANCE




4.2.5 A PLOT LAYOUT | 2
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ATTRIBUTE GROUP 2: URBAN LAYOUT

374350.0000 375100.0000

Institute for Heritage
IHE Management

UNESCO World Heritage property
Old town of Kuldiga

Attribute Mapping
Attributes of urban layout
- Qverview Map -

4 2.1 Confluence of Aleksupite stream and
Venta river

4.2.2 Ventas Rumba Waterfall

4.2.3a Street layout (including Kalnamiests,
Medieval castle mound plateau, river
crossings such as the brick bridge, pathways
and streets)

4.2.4 Public spaces

4.2.5 a Piot layout

4.2.5 b Town silhouette

4.2 .3 b Street layout of the Russian Empire
within the buffer zone

D Boundary of the World Heritage property
D Buffer zone of the World Heritage property

May 2025 {QGIS, Open Street Maps @2025I
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includes attributes that illustrate the different ATTRIBUTE GROUP 3: ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING FABRIC

development stages of the traditional Baltic
architecture mentioned in the Statement of OUV,
including different international influences

3.1 Architecture and building fabric of Ducal 3.2 Architecture and building fabric of the
times Russian Empire

No.

Attribute

3.1

3.1a

3.1b

3.1c

3.2a

3.2b

3.2c

Architecture and building
fabric of Ducal times

Dwellings and auxiliary
buildings of the Ducal era

St. Catherine’s Lutheran
Church, Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church, the sexton’s
and the organist’s homes in
Raina Street, the old Town Hall,
the bell tower of the town’s first
cemetery, the Supreme Court
House of the ducal era, the
warehouse at 3 Liepajas Street

Dwellings and auxiliary
buildings of the Ducal era in the
buffer

zone

Architecture and building
fabric of the Russian Empire

Orthodox Church of the Holy
Virgin, St. Anna’s Church

Orthodox building complex at
Liepajas Street




ATTRIBUTE GROUP 3: ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING FABRIC

No. Attribute

3.3 Architecture and building
fabric of Latvia’s first
independence

3.3a  Architecture and building fabric
of Latvia’s first independence
within the buffer zone

3.4 Building materials
representative of societal
and economical changes
based on international

3.3 Architecture and building fabric of Latvia’s 3.4 Building materials representative of ] .
first independence societal and economical changes based on relations and trading
international relations and trading 3.4a  Wooden fagades

3.4b  Stone fagades

3.4c  Brick facades

3.4d  Plaster fagcades

3.4e  Mixed-method facades
3.5 Clay tile roofscape
3.6 View corridors

3.6a View corridors from St.
Catherine’s Church

3.5 Clay tile roofscape 3.6 View corridors




3.6b View corridor across architecture of
different periods along Liepajas Street

3.6d View corridor across roofscape at
Town Hall square

ATTRIBUTE GROUP 3: ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING FABRIC

3.6¢ View corridor across Catholic church
district along Raina street

3.6e Panoramic view from the needle tower

No.

Attribute

3.6b

3.6¢c

3.6d

3.6e

View corridor across
architecture of different
periods along Liepajas
Street

View corridor across
Catholic church district
along Raina street

View corridor across
roofscape at Town Hall
square

Panoramic view from the
needle tower




ATTRIBUTE GROUP 3: ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING FABRIC

4.3.1 ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING FABRIC OF DUCAL TIMES

4.3.1 a Dwellings and auxiliary
SIGNIFICANCE buildings of the Ducal era

4.3.1. b St. Catherine’s
Lutheran Church, Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic

allcly Church, the sexton’s and the
SIGNIFICANCE organist’s homes in Raina
Street, the old Town Hall, the
bell tower of the town’s first
cemetery, the Supreme Court
House of the ducal era, the
warehouse at 3 Liepajas

the buffer zone

» o= | Street
— 'f:.sﬁé.-';' POTENTIAL 4.3.1 ¢ Dwellings and auxiliary
5 < & SIGNIFICANCE buildings of the Ducal era in
r “’. e

Figure 32: The Holy trinity Roman Catholic Church gives context to the Duchy’s relations with
Poland-Lithuania



ATTRIBUTE GROUP 3: ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING FABRIC

4.3.2 ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING FABRIC OF THE RUSSIAN
EMPIRE

SIGNIFICANCE 4.3.? a Architecture and byilding
fabric of the Russian Empire

POTENTIAL 4.3.2 b Orthodox Church of the

HIGH Holy Virgin, St. Anna’s Church
SIGNIFICANCE

Figure 33: The former synagogue today houses Kuldiga's library

4.3.2 ¢ Orthodox building
SIGNIFICANCE complex at Liepajas Street

Figure 34: The Orthodox Church of the Holy Virgin



ATTRIBUTE GROUP 3: ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING FABRIC

4.3.3 ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING FABRIC OF LATVIA’S FIRST
INDEPENDENCE

4.3.3 Architecture and
SIGNIFICANCE building fabric of Latvia’s
first independence

4.3.3 a Architecture and

POTENTIAL building fabric of Lat\./iajs
SIGNIFICANCE first independence within

s N e S CEEA the buffer zone

Figure 36: This Art Deco building from 1934 today houses the Collection and Research
Department-of the Kuldiga Regional Museum. It is a potential attribute of OUV



ATTRIBUTE GROUP 3: ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING FABRIC

4.3.4 BUILDING MATERIALS REPRESENTATIVE OF SOCIETAL AND ECONOMICAL CHANGES BASED
ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND TRADING

A 1 11 { 2 L}
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Figure 38: Stone buildings were introduced to Kuldiga during the Duchy of Couriand and Semigallia Figure 40: Red and yellow brick facades with brick comices are common elements of Kuldiga's
rownscape

SIGNIFICANCE

Figure 39: The fagadsa of the building at Baznicas Street 36 shows the typical fagade design of iater £ 3 3 z 3 f
iy 2 N 5 igure 41: Plaster facades started appearing duning the Russian Empire. They continue the
wooqer; buildings found throughout the Old town of Kuldiga, inciuding delicately carved corner recEARgUIB partition of the ol i i o



ATTRIBUTE GROUP 3: ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING FABRIC

4.3.5 CLAY TILE ROOFSCAPE

SIGNIFICANCE



ATTRIBUTE GROUP 3: ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING FABRIC

4.3.6 A VIEW CORRIDORS FROM ST. CATHERINE‘S LUTHERAN CHURCH

i HIGH
| B SIGNIFICANCE




ATTRIBUTE GROUP 3: ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING FABRIC

4.3.6 B VIEW CORRIDOR ACROSS ARCHITECTURE OF DIFFERENT PERIODS ALONG
LIEPAJAS STREET

N,

. i‘"

SIGNIFICANCE




ATTRIBUTE GROUP 3: ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING FABRIC

4.3.6 C VIEW CORRIDOR ACROSS CATHOLIC CHURCH DISTRICT ALONG RAINA
STREET

SIGNIFICANCE




ATTRIBUTE GROUP 3: ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING FABRIC

4.3.6 D VIEW CORRIDOR ACROSS ROOFSCAPE AT TOWN HALL SQUARE

SIGNIFICANCE




ATTRIBUTE GROUP 3: ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING FABRIC

317300.000N
I

316550.000N
I

374350.0000 375100.0000
'] 1 e

Institute for Heritage
lHE Management I
UNESCO World Heritage property
Old town of Kuldiga
Attribute Mapping
Attributes of architecture and building fabric
- Overview Map -

(view corridors and building materials are not
mapped; please view photographic material)

I 4.3.1 a Dwellings and auxiliary buildings of the Ducal era

4.3.1 b St. Catherine’s Lutheran Church, Holy Trinity Roman Catholic

Church, the sexton’s and the organist’s homes in Raina Street, the
old Town Hall, the bell tower of the town's first cemetery, the
Supreme Court House of the ducal era, the warehouse at 3 Liepajas
Street

4.3.2 a Architecture and building fabric of the Russian Empire

4.3.3 Architecture and building fabric of Latwvia's first independence
4.3.4 Building materials representative of saocietal and economical
changes based on interngtional relations and trading

4.3.6 b View corridor across architecture of different

periods along Liepajas Street

4.3.6 c View corridor acraoss Catholic church district along Raina street

4.3.6 d View corridor across roofscape at Town Hall square
4.3.6 a View corridors from St. Catherine's Church

| 4.3.2 b Orthodox Church of the Hely Virgin, St. Anna’s Church
4.3.2 ¢ Orthodox building complex at Liepdjas Straet

4.3.3 a Architecture and building fabric of Latvia’s first independence

within the buffer zone
4.3.8 e Panoramic view from the needle tower

[ Boundary of the World Heritage property
D Buffer zone of the World Heritage property

As of: May 2025 (QGIS, Open Street Maps @2025]
Spatial Reference
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on the building details in Kuldiga as well as on the craftsmanship
traditions until this day

includes attributes that illustrate the influence foreign craftsmen had _

No. Attribute

4.2 Canopies

4.4 Windows

4.4b Gable windows

4.1 Doors 4.2 Canopies 4.5 Windboards
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4.6 Rain gutters
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4.7 Weather vanes

No. Attribute

4.2 Canopies

4.4 Windows

4.4b Gable windows

4.5 Windboards

4.7 Weather vanes




4.4.1 DOORS




4.4.2 CANOPIES




4.4.3 PORCHES




4.4.4 WINDOWS




4.4.5 WINDBOARDS
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Local and regional municipalities

= National environmental protection institutions
= Site owner
= Science, education, and cultural workers

Tourists and visitors

Local residents

» Representatives of the tourism industry, local entrepreneurs, and business
representatives

NGOs



Municipal level

Municipal Companies
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WAY TO WHL
FROM 1997

The work on the application of the nomination
"Kuldiga Old Town in Ventas Hollow" to the
UNESCO World Heritage List began in 1997,
shortly after Latvia joined the UNESCO
Convention on the Protection of World

Cultural and Natural Heritage.
0l e

———— : Nacionala komisija
Apvienoto Naciju .
lzglitibas, zinglnes
un kultGras organizaciia

2001 The municipality of Kuldiga submitted a
report to the Latvian National Commission for
UNESCO on the desire to start work on the
preparation of the nomination of Kuldiga
together with the National Cultural Heritage
Board.

2004 The nomination of Kuldiga was
approved for the Latvian National List of
UNESCO World Heritage.

2011 The UNESCO LNC Assembly approved
the nomination of Kuldiga in the Latvian
National List of UNESCO World Heritage.
2021 The State of Latvia submits Latvia's
nomination to UNESCO "Kuldiga - Goldingen
in Courland", we are waiting for the
conclusion of ICOMOS experts and the time
and place of the UNESCO Committee.
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Piclikums
Kultliras ministrijas
24.02.2022. rikojumam Nr.2.5-1-30

Kuldigas vsturiskd centra nomale ar Ventas senlcju
Kuldigas novads, Kuldiga; Kuldigas pilsst iskaj picgulosa teritorij;
Vietdjas nozimes arhitektiiras (pilsétbavniccibas) picminckli

271 - kultiras pieminckla teritorija

= the protected urban planning monument of historical monument of national significance
national importance "Historical Center of Town of "Baltic Teachers' Seminary";
Kuldiga";
= a monument of national importance - the place of

= State urban planning monument of local a historical event «Needle Factorv’:
importance "Outskirts of the historical center of ¢ v

Kuldiga with the ancient valley of Venta«

19 architectural monuments of national

= archaeological monuments of national importance importance and 4 of local importance;

"Kuldiga Ancient Town" and "Kuldiga Medieval
Castle”;

29 artistic monuments of national importance and
30 of local importance.




KULDIGA
Goldingen
in Courland

Nominstion for Inseription on
the UNESCO World Heritage List

Kuldiga (Goldingen in Courland):

Management Plan incl. Risk Management
Plan

Old town Local Plan: approved and started
to be implemented in 2023.
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CONCEPTS,
GUIDELINES FOR
CREATING A
UNIFIED URBAN
ENVIRONMENT
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WHETHER
COMPLYING
TO KULDIGA'S
CULTURAL
ENVIRONMENT
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DEVELOPMENT OF
GREEN AND BLUE
AREAS,
MANAGEMENT
STRATEGY AND
IMPLEMENTATION

Parks, squares

Public utilities (benches,
playgrounds, etc.)
Greenery

Environmental cleaning
measures (joint cleaning)
Tree care

Animal welfare

etc.

Blue flag swimming area
Lamprey programme

Licensed fishing

Compliance with environmental
quality

etc.



DEVELOPMENT OF
ENGINEERING
SYSTEMS

water pipes
sewerage
rainwater drainage
urban reclamation
heating networks
town lighting







In the preservation of cultural heritage, there is an understanding
that museums, churches and palaces are valuable cultural and
historical heritage, but also the building in which local residents
live is just as valuable cultural and historical heritage, which also
requires careful treatment.;

Residents have been living in these buildings for several
generations, but the Soviet-era ideology of joint ownership
has contributed to a long-term change in attitude.



INVOLVEMENT T T Ao
AND OPINIONS | B L
OF T

INHABITANTS

=Why can't we walk through the yard
anymore

»Do not park in our backyard

»Don’t walk through our backyard

= This is not our backyard

»We want to park the car near the house

K® Kurzemnieks < > X




DEVELOPMENT
OF OBJECT IDEA,
CONCEPT AND
DETAILS




PRINCIPLES OF lzpéte v

PRESERVATION Restauracija \ Aréja finanséjuma
AND ! \ / piesaistiSana .
RESTO R_ATION y ledzivotaju konsultéSana, Restauracijas centrs | :
IN KULDIGA : darbu ieradisana : .
: iAo ulari{ana / \ Dokumentu noformésana .
. J Pop . restauracijai .
] Apdraudéta mantojuma !
. (detalu) uzglabasana v B e R e . *

* *
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Skandinavija Kuldiga papildus




PRESERVATION OF THE OLD TOWN OF KULDIGA IS A PRIORITY IN THE SUSTAINABLE

DEVELOPMENT STRATEG

Y, DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME AND BUDGET OF THE

KULDIGA DISTRICT

HERITAGE PROTECTION

RESEARCH

»
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BUILDING AN IMAGE

EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT



Kurzemes-Zemgales
hercogiste o w pisaue

Kuldiga s« Duchy
of Courland and Semigallia
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VESTURISKU
! EKU
ATJAUNOTAJIEM

EXPLORING
VALUES OF
KULDIGA




PIEZIMES

1.ApsekoSana veikta 2009.q.
pavasari - vasard

2 Autentiskums vErtéts tikai péc vizualas
apsekosanas un vésturisko materialu izpétes,

3.Ekam , kurdm nesen veikti remontdarbi,
apmetuma un apdares slanu

zondaZas nav veiktas, lidz ar to autentiskd apdares
slapa apjoma un detaju saglabatibas pakapes
vertéjums ir hipotétisks.

4 Kartogramma ats lotie rezultdti nav
uzskatdmi par nem . PEc pilnvértigas &ku
arhitektoniski makslinieciskds izpétes vai
inventarizacijas veiksanas, autentiskuma pakdpe
var mainities.

S.InventarizBcijad nav vertitas vesturiskas dkas,
kas ir radikdli pdrveidotas vai par kurdm nav iegiita
nekada vésturiska informacija, ka ari saimnieciska
rakstura bilves, kas saglabiju&is tikai daléji

vai par kurdm trikst informacija kada no
vértéjfama kritérijiem. Nav vértétas 8kas,

kas nav pieejamas apsekosanal (slégtd
privatipasuma teritorija),

6.Atseviskas &kas (piem., Kalna fela 3/5 un

Jelgavas fela 12, fit 002-004 u.c.) vértétas ka vienots -

objekts, ko nosaka éku arhitektira,

7.K3 jaunbiives vértétas vésturiskds &kas, kas
uzbOveétas pilnibd no jauna veco pamatu viets,

vai apjoma, kas vizudli | vésturisk , bet no
mﬁs&uﬂghm vai viésturiskajai ékai neatbilstosiem
materidliem,

‘ 1.zonas robeza

EKAS KOPEJA
AUTENTISKUMA PAKAPE

[ o19%
L] 2030%

vésturiskas 8kas bez vért&uma

jaunas vai arhitektoniski
mazvertigas &kas

L.Foegler porks o /. (/ o
qhan por L& K Micae vEeT RicKae



LEARNING THE ‘
(ARTISANS, |
\
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SKILLS
PROFESSIONALS) | ]‘A_ -x\‘; |
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LEARNING THE
KNOWLEDGE AND
SKILLS
(POPULATION)

The goal is to show that

practical maintenance

~work is simple, it s

possible to do it yourself
and the process is even
pleasant. The  activity

' creates a sense of

belonging to Kuldiga and

| responsibility for restoring

one's property.
Preservation and

8 maintenance of cultural

heritage as a

. socialization activity.



PROMOTING
VALUES, DRAWING
ATTENTION

Pamanisim un novértésim Kuldigas vecpilsétas
éku autentiskas durvis un logus!

Kuidigas veopils#ta ir saglabjusas daladu lammetu un stilu durvis, pieSkirot
#ham saviabibu (vel bagataka 3aj2 2ina ir tikai Vecriga)

Te redzamas gan vienkdrZas un raciondlas vértnes. gan kekgriezumiem un
kalumism bagatig rotatas

Durvis visspilgtak liecina par nama ledzivtdjiem, Ta tas bijis kopE seniem
laiklem, 12 ir ari Sadken, leiedami nama, més vispirms apstéjamies pe durvim,
tas ir ka majas sammieka viztkarte

Autentiskas ardurvis ir katras majas rota. tas zaudjot cies gan aka, gan milsu
pilsétas kopiéis.

Orgindls wenmér bis virtigaks par joundarinijumu, fat ar perfekty

Ourviu un opu SaglabaSana sakas ar to hopSany un uzturéSany, nevis nomaipy!
HopSana @ ir mugahm reguiiira npslule un raduas bojajumy novérSana.
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Atbildes uz konkursa
Nai pazisti Kultﬁgu"‘ jautajumiem
Nosauciat attélos redzamo durvju komplektu atratands vietu

un, jusuprat, interesantako val vértigake 5aja éka
(detalas, materidl, vésture, ledzivotdj u.cl

Ja vilaties piedalities parsteiguma balvas izlozé, idzu sniedziet zinas par sevic
Vards, uzvards
Adrese, tlruna numurs

pildity anketu nododiet Kuldigas pilsétas Domé
tu Baznicas iefd 1, Kuidigh, LV-3301 lidz 2008. gada 1. jiniam
Paldies par atbildém]
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CO-FINANCING Competition "Let's do it ourselves”;

PROGRAMMES = Competition "Restoration and conservation of buildings located in the territory of
the cultural monument of national importance "Historical center of the Kuldiga", as
well as buildings included in the list of protected cultural monuments of the Latvian
State in Kuldigas District”;

Competition "Refurbishing apartment residential buildings and yards in Kuldiga";
= Regular window maintenance campaign;
» http://kuldiga.lv/Iv/kuldiga/kuldigas-vecpilseta/atbalsts-iedzivotajiem

2011 2017




An overview of projects implemented to preserve historic buildings under the support program .
Annual programme for the restoration and

CO-FINANCING ©om  preservation of the buildings

2004 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

P ROG RAM M ES Agplications 25 33 41 25 33 J 34 227
Approved i3 a2 a2 24 36 7 31 200 L.
Totalsum,EUR 100 155,00 136 287,77145 596,39131 315,54201 298,80 204 767,75 167 524,26 3145“:3 Municipal support programme for the
implemented 10 W A W 19 18 w  improvement of territories of apartment

Total sum, EUR 5394370 9603183 BE856E84 6148153 9042722 106 500,65 13583325 53347503 bUIldlngS

Before

After Before




LIVING OLD
TOWN

LIVING
ENVIRONMENT
FOR LOCALS
AND VISITORS




THE LAW OF
PRESERVATION
OF KULDIGA OLD
TOWN- A NORM
NECESSARY TO
ADDRESS THE
PRESERVATION
OF ALL VALUES

Authenticity in spirit of place;
Authenticity in function;
Outstanding universal value - attributes;

Landscape protection zone — wider setting, based on
viewshed analysis;

Intangible heritage related — craftman traditions, research etc.




SEPTEMBER 10-15, 2025

DR. ARCH. JANA JAKOBSONE
KULDIGA, LATVIA \ ¢ ) ‘ The chair of organizational committee

ICOMOS Latvia
CIVVIH expert member

I4HM Institute for Heritage WHS Old town of Kuldiga site manager
: Management
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