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HISTORIC CITIESLIVONIA -> LATVIA

Rīga 1225.

Cēsis 1323.

Ventspils 1323.

Valmiera 1323.

Straupe 1356.

Kuldīga 1378.

Aizpute 1378.

Limbaži 1378.

Koknese ~1300

Rauna ~1300

Piltene 1557.



ĀRAIŠI LATGALIAN LAKE DWELLING SITE (9th-10th cnt)EARLY SETTLEMENTS



MĀRTIŅSALA (Kirchholm), 1086EARLY SETTLEMENTS

E.Mugurevics 

1960

Stone church, ca.1205



DEVELOPMENT prior to 1211RIGA CATHEDRAL

GRAY CEMETERY

GREEN CEMETERY TERRITORY

OF THE

GRAVEYARD

July 05, 1211

ill: L.von Maydell

1839



RIGA during the 13th cnt.GRADUAL EXPANSION

1330

July 05, 1211



CONFESSIONAL BLOCKS

1-Castle of the 

Livonian order

2-archibishop’s 

castle

3-St.John’s church, 

dominican cloister

4-St.Peter’s 

cathedral

5-St.Mary’s 

cathedral anc 

cloister

6-St.Maria 

Magdalen’s church, 

cistercian cloister

7-St.Jacobs church

8-St.Nicolaus 

church, russian 

merchants settlement

9-St.Catharina 

church, franciscan 

cloister

10-the new townhouse

EXTENSIVE DEVELOPMENT



RIGA, CONVENT COURTYARDEXTENSIVE DEVELOPMENT



RIGA, 1763-1789GRADUAL EXPANSION

Reconstruction: 

J.Stegmann



RIGA, 1867EXTENSIVE DEVELOPMENT



15th cnt.  | mid 16th cnt

19th cnt. |   20th cnt.

TUKUMS(Tuckum)1795GRADUAL GROWTH



KULDĪGA(Goldingen)GRADUAL GROWTH



The Church

The Bishop’s castle

LIMBAŽI(Lemsal)1385REFILLED CORE



<-RIGA GATE

<-POND,FORMER MOAT
<-CITIZENS’ FIELDS

<-CHURCH

<-ARCHIBISHOP’S CASTLE

WATERMILL->

LIMBAŽI(Lemsal)REFILLED CORE



LIMBAŽI(Lemsal)REFILLED CORE



CĒSIS(Wenden) 1323REFILLED CORE



CĒSIS(Wenden)REFILLED CORE



KOKNESE (KOKENHUSEN)1277SHIFTED CENTER



KOKNESE (Kokenhusen)SHIFTED CENTER



1866

SHIFTED CENTER VENTSPILS(Windau)1378

1658(9-?)



VENTSPILS(Windau)SHIFTED CENTER



VALMIERA (Vladimir->Waldemar->Wolmar)1323

1688(?) plan

Reconstruction:

Arturs Lapins, 2018

Excavations:

Tatjana Vītola,2006-2008

REFILLED CORE



VALMIERA (Wolmar)REFILLED CORE



<---------------COLONY OF THE RAILWAY WORKERS

<--------------------VECGULBENE MANOR

White palace: 1763->1859

Red palace: 2nd half of 19th cnt

VECGULBENE(Alt-Schwanenburg)LINEAR EXPANSION



Architect

PAULS 

KUNDZIŅŠ

(1888-1983)

VECGULBENE(Alt-Schwanenburg)LINEAR EXPANSION



<----DEPOT

<----TEE HOUSE

<----HYDROCOLUMN

<--STATION

<--COLONY

VECGULBENE(Alt-Schwanenburg)LINEAR EXPANSION



1866

RĒZEKNE(Rositten)1773LINEAR EXPANSION



18661866

RĒZEKNE(Rositten)LINEAR EXPANSION



1866

July 4, 1941. was taken by 

the German army

July 27, 1944. – by the 

Soviet army, demolishing most 

of the historic buildings1866

RĒZEKNE(Rositten)LINEAR EXPANSION



1866

1866

RĒZEKNE(Rositten)LINEAR EXPANSION



EARLY SETTLEMENTS:

•Safety: fortified walls, gate control

•Cirtular or enclosed layout, around 

magnets – relief peculiarities, 

transportation arteries

LATVIA’S HISTORIC CITIES SUMMARY

GRADUAL EXPANSION:

•Linear expansion towards new transportation 

nodes

•Rectangular or radial pattern

EXTENSIVE DEVELOPMENT:

•Filling the core

•Military-administrative center - Church and Castle as a landmark

SHIFTED CORE:

•Displacement of the center, 

forming new surroundings



Time for questions and impressions..

Artūrs Lapiņš, arhitekts, PhD Art 

Restorer – master of the built heritage (LAK)

Grand-master of architectural research (NKMP)

Architectural investigation group  Ltd
Arsenāla 3-401

Rīga, LV-1050 Latvija

tel.67211253

www.AIGsia.lv 

arturs@AIGsia.lv

THANK YOU FOR LISTENING!LATVIA’S HISTORIC CITIES


