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ABOUT THE CIVVIH

Founded on 12 December 1982 in the historic Hungarian town of Eger. 
It brings together experts in the field of the heritage of historic towns and cultural landscapes.

Eger, Hungary

AIMS:     
The CIVVIH researches and promotes the understanding, 
protection, conservation, urban planning and management of 
historic cities, towns, villages and urban areas.

FUNCTIONS:

• Provide a platform for exchange of ideas and dissemination 
of information on historic cities, towns, villages and urban 
areas.

• Provide technical advice on historic cities, towns, villages 
and urban areas.

• Prepare or study doctrinal texts.



ABOUT THE CIVVIH

Expert members     104
Associate members  24
Honorary members  16

How to Become a member
https://civvih.icomos.org/members/
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ABOUT THE CIVVIH CIVVIH - Annual meeting & Scientific symposium
Climate change in historic towns and villages of the mediterranean area 

CIVVIH Mediterranean sub-committee
Sinasos, Cappadocia, Turkey

5-8th September 2024



ABOUT THE CIVVIH
Climate change in historic towns and villages of the mediterranean area 

CIVVIH Mediterranean subcommittee  

Key points that emerged from the presentations:
• Urban Greening as a Multifaceted Strategy
• Preservation of biodiversity
• Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment
• Bioclimatic restoration
• urban cultural and ecological approach
• Integration into planning policy
• Disaster prevention
• Rehabilitation and adaptation
• Holistic and interdisciplinary vision

“Il est des lieux qui ont de l’esprit”
“There are places with spirit”
Prehistoric site, Syunik,Armenia



2024, Valencia, Spain

A NEW DOCUMENT
WHICH OBJECTIVES?

2021, Verviers, Belgium

• A new approach for a changing society

• Enhancing heritage within its natural environment 
while incorporating new social and economic data

• Create and propose innovative methods and tools

• Heritage Urban Projects as a catalyst for social 
cohesion



A NEW DOCUMENT
WHY?

« Il y a des lieux qui ont de la mémoire » / « There are places that have memory 
» Luca, Italie 



A NEW DOCUMENT
WHY?

NEW PARADIGMS

• A population that moves within cities
• The city is a living structure in 

constant evolution
• A changing world
• Climate change
• Natural and political risks
• Evolution of society

Varanasi, Inde 



A NEW DOCUMENT
To whom is it intended? 

Incendie Notre Dame de Paris, France
avril 2019

• Experts
• Administrators

• Technicians
• Urban Actors

• Residents

A proactive and operational document



1954 UNESCO Hague Convention

1964 ICOMOS Venice Charter

1994 Nara Document

1987 Washington Charter

2003 Paris Declaration

2011 Valletta Principles

2011 UNESCO Recommendation

DOCTRINAL AND REFERENCE TEXTS

for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of 
Armed Conflict. 

for the Conservation and Restoration of Monuments and 
Sites

on Authenticity 

for the Conservation of Historic Towns and Urban Areas

on heritage as a driver of development

for the Safeguarding and Management of historic Cities 
Towns and Urban Areas

on the Historic Urban Landscape



The HUL, UNESCO recommendation on Historic Urban Landscapes
2011

• introduced with a holistic vision of heritage a 
new approach to the management of historic 

urban sites 

• provide an approach and tools to ensure that 
culture, in all forms, I as enabler and driver of 

sustainable development



THE HUL TOOLKIT

Planning

GIS 

Big data 

Morphology

Impact / vulnerability 
assessment

Policy assessment

Other? 

Publicity

Dialogue and 

consultation

Community 
empowerment

Cultural mapping

Other? 

Laws and 
regulations

Traditional custom

Policies and Plans 

Other? 

Economics

Grants

Public-private 
cooperation 

Other? 



Varanasi, Inde 

WHICH PRINCIPLES TODAY?

1. THE HERITAGE THAT SERVES AS FOUNDATION FOR THE URBAN PROJECT
An open, broad and holistic vision, 

from the vast landscapes to intangible aspects of heritage.



Addis Ababa, Ethiopie 
© Fantaye Matiyas

WHICH PRINCIPLES TODAY?

2. THE CONCEPTS OF EVOLUTION / ADAPTATION
To more effectively respond to these new challenges.

Evaluate the impact and assess the vulnerabilities.



Canberra, Australia 

WHICH PRINCIPLES TODAY?

3. A NEW VISION

•An approach multisectoral and multifaceted
• Varied scales of heritage

• Territory, human settlement, neighborhood 
town or village and architecture

• The intersection of natural and cultural heritage
• Tangible and intangible elements

• Values that are universal and local
• Within a society that is continually evolving



THE HISTORIC CITY PROJECT 
WITH 3 PILLARS

1. KNOWLEDGE
• The Outstanding Universal Value in Conjunction with local values.

• An open vision of heritage, values and attributes: 
o Tangible and intangible aspects
o Natural and cultural dimensions

o Bioclimatic and ecological considerations
That contributes to the common good

« Il est des sites qui racontent une histoire »
« There are sites that tell a story »

Avignon, France



Les patrimonies d’ Avignon, France / Avignon heritages, France



• Heritage as an ecosystem

• A shared vision for heritage in urban development 

that engages all urban actors

• An appropriate governance framework

• Implementation of diverse, innovative sharing tools

• Inclusion of decision-makers, residents, local actors, stakeholders, 
and service providers

THE HISTORIC CITY PROJECT 
WITH 3 PILLARS

2. A NEW FORM OF GOVERNANCE

Prague, Czech



Carte mentale/ mind card
Dessiner votre quartier, Drawing your neighbourhood
Kond, Yeveran, Armenia

• Mediation tools 

• Communication strategies and public 
workshops

• Social tools

• Establishing collaborative and shared 
guidelines

THE HISTORIC CITY PROJECT 
WITH 3 PILLARS

2. A NEW FORM OF GOVERNANCE



THE HISTORIC CITY PROJECT 
WITH 3 PILLARS

3. THE PROJECT TO BE BUILT
AND TO BE SHARE

• Integrating heritage into a project
• A cultural and ecological perspective

• Think global act local
• A cohesive, resilient, and sustainable initiative

• To prevent risk
• With clear, straightforward, and concise communication

Cidade Velha, island of Santiago, Cape Verde



THE HISTORIC CITY PROJECT 
WHICH PROCESS?

• A proactive approach by steps
• An interdisciplinary working group

• A flexible iteration process for implementation
• Consider the project's timeframe

• Ongoing monitoring and evaluation

Cayenn, French Guyana Kond, Yeveran, Armenia



A DYNAMIC APPROACH

• Reassess the value of heritage
• Values and authenticity versus capacity of adaptation 
• Placing heritage within the context of a shared project

• Incorporate time and evolution into the urban plan

Matera, Italy



A DYNAMIC APPROACH

• Foster the integration of cultural, social, and economic 
development

• Ensure inclusive implementation
• Monitoring the changes in urban practices and 

management strategies

India 



WHERE ARE WE?

2019 Tunis decision
1st draft text

2023 Coimbra meeting 
2nd draft 

2024 Coimbra text
Consultation in progress

Looking for a new form of document  

2023 Coimbra meeting



Thank You for Your Attention!

PAULA CORDEIRO
CIVVIH PRESIDENT
paula.cordeiro@icomoswalloniebruxelles.be

Antoine Bruguerolle
CIVVIH Vicepresident
antoine.bruguerolle@wanadoo.fr

Ouro Preto , Brazil


