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• CLIMATE CHANGE IN HISTORIC TOWNS AND VILLAGES OF THE MEDITERRANEAN AREA

• Climate change is currently a reality and it is becoming a major concern in the 
world. It affects strongly historic towns, villages, and especially surrounding the 
Mediterranean Sea.

• UN-Habitat announced on “World Habitat Day” that cities are important actors to 
fight climate change.

• This meeting aims to feed thinking   on new urban practices, regarding the capacity 
adaptation of the old centres the facing   the consequences of climate change. The 
ambition of the meeting   is also to propose an exchange platform allowing a list of 
the resilient ecological solutions carried out in the towns, villages and historic 
urban settlements in the Mediterranean.
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• The goal is to analyse this problem by focusing on the Mediterranean 
basin. In order to measure its effects by integrating the question of risks in 
this maritime context of closed sea combined with wide variety of climatic 
and geomorphological situations as well as socio-economic and political 
ones.

• This symposium will focus on the relationship nature / culture in historic 
centres. Moreover, on the adaptability of urban heritage to the ecological 
transition and climate change that affects the old towns and villages of the 
Mediterranean. It will be an opportunity to deepen reflection on how   
communities and civil society will be involved in the adaptation of historic 
urban settings   to climate change.

• Based on the cultural and heritage value, it will develop around two 
topics, which are the culture/nature relationship and the threats/risks 
with, in common Inventory Analysis and a diagnostic of current situation 
as well as the capacity for intervention, evolution and adaptation of the 
built heritage.

• It will be a time to bring up the issue of traditional know-how and 
practices related to the principles of the circular economy and the 
integrated development of local sectors.

• How to adapt the methodology and what tools to set up to in order to 
have depending on the economic and social contexts a strategy to the 
different scales of urban fabric (districts, cities …)



The two sections of the meeting:  
• 1.  Nature/culture and city /countryside

• Cities are warming up faster than the rest of the territory. This fight requires a re -
assessment of urban planning policies and strategies in the short, medium and long term. 
The question is How to integrate this issue in the high light projects for Mediterranean 
towns as well as ports and port cities.

• The role of vegetation in the city and the de-artificialization of soils. How to strengthen the 
presence of nature elements and integrate water management.

• Land use planning and urban planning tools to set up, heritage management and urban 
planning plan, recommendations and urban rules.

• Fighting against heat islets by creating summer comfort and winter comfort

• Create wooded and friendly spaces; public spaces, urban vegetables gardens   
• Traditional Knox how and local practices to be developed for the adaptation to climate 

change in old centres.

• The relationship between the city and villages / countryside, artificialization of the soil, 
agricultural land and local resources

• What is the role of civil society in this project and what governance
•



•
• 2. Threats and risks

• In this topic, bring up all the risks that affect our historic centres are important, 
whether natural or industrial, or contextual such as the risk of fire or economic and 
touristic. By the analyse of the issue of   prevention by technical and human 
resources as action to fix 

• What is their impact on the urban cultural landscape? What is the limit of tolerance 
and how to measure the adaptability of our urban heritage? What sacrifice is 
possible?

• Natural phenomena telluric movements, landslides and submersion
• Risks induced by climate change, drought, flooding

• The   evolution and protection of the coast and the heritage bordering the sea as 
main problem. 

• Tourism, consumerist or sustainable, brake or lever of adaptation to climate change 
in historic cities and villages especially port cities?

• The role of local communities in the development of urban cultural tourism
•
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