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Hello, everyone, this is Jiayan Yun. Nice to meet you. Today my topic is Community Values and Perceptions of Historical Bridge Landscape in Water Towns, Suzhou, China.
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Introduction 

Fig. 3. Gusu Fanhua Tu, 1759. (Source: Xu. Y., Gu Su Fan Hua Tu (Prosperous Suzhou). China Bookstore Publishing House, Beijing, 2009.) 
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Suzhou has over 2,500 years of history, and hosted a well-developed waterway system,  So in Suzhou Each house was located on the banks of the water body, and was accessible by boat. This created a speatial landscape in the daily lives of people, which comprised water towns with a “bridge, flowing water, and houses.”Living area



Introduction 

Fig. 4. Gusu Fanhua Tu, 1759. (Source: Xu. Y., Gu Su Fan Hua Tu (Prosperous Suzhou). China Bookstore Publishing House, Beijing, 2009.) 
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Bridges were important way for traffic, crossing the waterways that led in various directions. Connecting one side of the town with the other, they were needful pathways for people in water towns, to use on a daily basis. In addition, they were an important element of the landscape in the water towns.  



Introduction 

Fig. 5. Gusu Fanhua Tu, 1759. (Source: Xu. Y., Gu Su Fan Hua Tu (Prosperous Suzhou). China Bookstore Publishing House, Beijing, 2009.) 
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In present researches, it was revealed that the bridge landscape is a significant cultural landscape in water towns, but it was mainly focused on the conservation and reconstruction of the bridge, lacking the analysis on why the history bridge landscape is important as cultural landscape, how the bridge is arranged in terms of space and what kind of identity or value is contained in the bridge.



▪  Bridge Landscape : the landmark of Water Towns 



Fig. 1. The Geographical Position of Mudu, Luzhi, and Zhouzhuang(Drawn by the author) 

Bridge Landscape : the landmark of Water Towns 
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So, This study presents an on-site investigation and a literature review pertaining to the three characteristic bridges in Suzhou water towns Zhouzhuang, Luzhi, and Mudu to analyze bridge design, locations, the areas they connected, and the surrounding landscapes, with the aim of examining the distinctiveness of bridge landscapes in water towns, community values, and perceptions of bridges as markers of identity.



Fig. 1. Map of Zhouzhuang (Souse: Zhouzhuang Zhen Zhi, 1992: 471) 

Bridge Landscape : the landmark of Water Towns 
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The map of Zhouzhuang,



Fig. 1. The Geographical Position of Mudu, Luzhi, and Zhouzhuang(Drawn by the author) 

Bridge Landscape : the landmark of Water Towns 
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, through this map it can be seen that 24 bridges in an area of about 39 km2(Zhouzhuang zhen zhi 1992, 471); 



Fig. 1. Map of Luzhi (Souse: Wujun Puli Zhi, 1992: 7–8) 

Bridge Landscape : the landmark of Water Towns 
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The map of Luzhi.



Fig. 1. The Geographical Position of Mudu, Luzhi, and Zhouzhuang(Drawn by the author) 

Bridge Landscape : the landmark of Water Towns 
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 Luzhi which is about 50 km2 in size had about 46 bridges(Wu jun pu li zhi 1992, 7-8);



Fig. 1. Map of Mudu(Souse: Mudu Xiao Zhi, 1992: 462) 

Bridge Landscape : the landmark of Water Towns 
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The map of Mudu.



Fig. 1. The Geographical Position of Mudu, Luzhi, and Zhouzhuang(Drawn by the author) 

Bridge Landscape : the landmark of Water Towns 
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Mudu had around 22 bridges at 62 km2(Mudu xiao zhi 1992, 462). The bridges fine arranged in the small spaces of water towns go beyond the value as a sort of transportation, discribing the identity of water towns.



▪  Community Values of Historical Bridge Landscape 



Fig. 1. Spatial Distribution of Bridges, Zhouzhuang (Drawn by the author) 

Community Values of Historical Bridge Landscape 
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The spatial distribution of Bridges of Zhouzhuang.In this map, you can see the bridge connected with the shop and shop,Shop and temple, and 



Community Values of Historical Bridge Landscape 

Fig. 1. Spatial Distribution of Bridges, Luzhi (Drawn by the author) 
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In Luzhi, there are a lot of stone arch bridges of Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties.  The bridge goes through the spaces of water towns, penetrating into the daily lives of people and recording the lives of the townspeople. In that sense, the identity of bridge as the venue containing the community-based value and the venue supporting the lives of townspeople beyond the physical role of the bridge is revealed. 



Community Values of Historical Bridge Landscape 

Fig. 1. Spatial Distribution of Bridges, Mudu (Drawn by the author) 
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And also in Mudu.It can be said that these three water towns have the same feature on spatial distribution of bridges.
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富 

安 

桥 

Fu 
An 
Qiao 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All bridges in water towns have special names. For instance, The Fuan Bridge, which is placed in the town of Zhouzhuang. The name of this bridge conveys a message to people. Fu refers to rich and An refers to the state of peaceful and healthy.  Thus the bridge can be seen as a cultural sign in the water towns. 



Community Values of Historical Bridge Landscape 
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Also, a lot of bridges have the structure of Qiaolou.most of these Qiaolous were run as tea houses and the places where people take shelter from the rain. In here, people talk with each other, and made the community network well. Thus, The bridge can be seen as a continuation of community as a means leading to the story at the tea house.



Community Values of Historical Bridge Landscape 

Fig. Fu’an bridge and qiaolou, Zhouzhuang. (Source: photograph by Jungkwon Choi) 



Community Values of Historical Bridge Landscape 

Fig.. Qiao lian, Wuzhen. (Source: photograph by Jungkwon Choi.) 
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Fig.. Qiao lian, Wuzhen. (Source: photograph by Jungkwon Choi.) 
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Fig.. Qiao lian, Wuzhen. (Source: photograph by Jungkwon Choi.) 
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Fig.. Qiao lian, Wuzhen. (Source: photograph by Jungkwon Choi.) 
 
 



Community Values of Historical Bridge Landscape 
Δεν είναι δυνατή η εμφάνιση της εικόνας. Ίσως να μην επαρκεί η μνήμη του υπολογιστή για το άνοιγμα της εικόνας ή ίσως η εικόνα να έχει καταστραφεί. Επανεκκινήστε τον υπολογιστή και ανοίξτε ξανά το αρχείο. Αν εμφανίζεται ακόμα το κόκκινο x, ίσως να πρέπει να διαγράψετε την εικόνα και να την εισαγάγετε ξανά. Δεν είναι δυνατή η εμφάνιση της εικόνας. Ίσως να μην επαρκεί η μνήμη του υπολογιστή για το άνοιγμα της εικόνας ή ίσως η εικόνα να έχει καταστραφεί. Επανεκκινήστε τον υπολογιστή και ανοίξτε ξανά το αρχείο. Αν εμφανίζεται ακόμα το κόκκινο x, ίσως να πρέπει να διαγράψετε την εικόνα και να την εισαγάγετε ξανά.
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Moreover, many bridges in water towns have poems inscribed on them; often, these poems express the personality of the area. For example, they may refer to a town’s natural characteristics or to its compassion, and traffic, etc..  These poems may display trivial wishes concerned to residents’ daily lives and traditional culture; This structure named Qiaolian.The qiao lian could also be used to deliver messages to those using boats to travel on the waterways, and took on a community role both for townspeople and for outsiders passing by. In this way, again, bridges in water towns connected people to the everyday life of their communities, and moreover, were places in which the community made its mark.



▪  Conclusion: Perceptions of Historical Bridge Landscape 



Conclusion: Perceptions of Historical Bridge Landscape 
Δεν είναι δυνατή η εμφάνιση της εικόνας. Ίσως να μην επαρκεί η μνήμη του υπολογιστή για το άνοιγμα της εικόνας ή ίσως η εικόνα να έχει καταστραφεί. Επανεκκινήστε τον υπολογιστή και ανοίξτε ξανά το αρχείο. Αν εμφανίζεται ακόμα το κόκκινο x, ίσως να πρέπει να διαγράψετε την εικόνα και να την εισαγάγετε ξανά.
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In conclusion, bridges are a simple type of daily space where everyday lives take place; In water towns, they connect two places with different attributes and link spaces to other spaces, forwarding everyday communication. People constructed and conducted their daily lives in water towns in ways inextricable from the bridge landscapes that underpinned the identities of such towns; this contributed to the formation of a unique lifestyle. The landscape formed by the bridges thus becomes not merely a physical space,but also a tool and interchange playing the role of delivering and defining a sense of community, tying lives together.
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