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Fear of  the loss of  Urban Cultural Landscape of  
Historic Port town 

Tomo   

   Hiroshima Pref., Japan 



Tokyo Hiroshima 

Location  of Tomo Historic Port Town 
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Historic port facilities –’Gangi’( stone stair-landing area)  ‘Jyoya-to’（all-night street lamp) 

’gangi’ ’gangi’ 

 ‘jyoya-to’’ 
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'hato' (wharf), and 
 'funa-bansho' (old coast guard station). 

'hatoba' 

'funa-bansho' 
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Major traditional buildings  in Tomo 
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Important Cultural Heritage ‘Ohta Residence’ 



Major traditional buildings  and Old Street 
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Old temples and shrines 
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Distribution of Traditional Buildings and Annual 
Events   

Tomo Preservation District for 
Groups of Traditional Buildings 

2008～ 

Before 1868 
1868～1912 
After 1912 

2009 8 

Boundary of the district 
‘tadeba’ 



Schematic Diagram of Cultural Heritage 
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Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties 



 
1960's1970's  
Municipal Regulations for Conservation of Historic Landscapes 
 

1966: Kanazawa, Kurashiki  
 
1972: Kyoto, Takahashi, Hagi, Hirado, Takayama, Kobe 
 
1973:Matsue,Tsuwano,Nagiso-Tsumago    etc. 
 

 
 
1975  
Amendment of the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties:       
  
     

Preservation Districts for Groups of  Traditional Buildings 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Historic Background of Preservation District System And going against the state-leading standardized urban development at that time, local residents asserted their right to declare what is precious and valuable for ensuring their good quality of life, and selected their own town planning policies to enhance living conditions with respect to their custom and tradition. While the ICP designation system was effective for conservation of a single monument, it was too strict to apply to urban conservation. In the condition that there was no legal instrument to protect historic villages and cities, during 6 years from 1968 to 1973, 9 municipalities established design control guidelines for the safeguarding of historic /traditional townscapes in their territory. They were recognized as pioneering examples in Japan. Going against the state-leading standardized urban development at that time, that local residents asserted their right to declare what is precious and valuable for their life and selected their own town-planning policies to enhance living circumstances with respect to their custom and tradition. And many municipal regulations for conservation of landscapes were made.  At the same time, The Agency for Cultural Affairs then began serious deliberations on preservation policy for historic villages and townscapes.   In 1972 it held the first Research Conference on Village and Townscape Preservation Policy, and the following year a study was conducted in the cities of Takayama, Kurashiki and Hagi (Yamaguchi Prefecture). In 1974 a grant program for municipal governments was introduced, called the Policy Study for Preservation Districts for Groups of Historic Buildings.Those grass-roots activities were widely developed to establish the Preservation Districts system in the 1950 Law in 1975. 



Important Preservation District for  

Groups of Traditional Buildings 

１１４ districts are classified as  
Important Preservation Districts  
as of Nov. 201６. 

• A package of historic buildings, 

• which is an evidence of architectural 
or urban development  

• which was/has been brought in the 
geological, historic, and/or  cultural 
context of the place  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are preservation districts. They show a high density of wooden buildings. They are also residential quarters, and peoples are still living there. Public concern for the preservation of Japan's historic villages and townscapes has grown rapidly since the mid-1960s. Among the great socioeconomic changes of the high-growth era that began in the 1950s, were large-scale destruction of the natural environment including massive industrial pollution, and rapid disappearance of cultural assets which hold stories of local history and culture, including unique historic villages and townscapes. In response to rising public misgivings about such losses, in 1966 the Diet enacted the Law Concerning Special Measures for Preservation of Historic Natural Features in Ancient Cities, under which programs were initiated to preserve the main historic features of such ancient cities as Nara, Asuka, Kyoto and Kamakura. But as the Law Concerning Special Measures for Preservation of Historic Natural Features in Ancient Cities applied to only a few municipalities, and its frozen-preservation approach generally excluded urban areas and rural districts, it did not provide a framework for the preservation of historic villages and pre-modern townscapes. �



Feature of Important Preservation Districts 
for Groups of Traditional Buildings 

• High Density of Wooden Buildings 
• Residential Quarters 

妻籠（長野県）Tsumago-shuku, Nagano 祇園新橋（京都市）Gion-Shinbashi, Kyoto 

近江八幡（滋賀県）Ohmi-Hachiman （Shiga Pref.) 
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Post-station 
Town 

Samurai 
(Warrior)Town 

Industrial 
Town 

Port Town 

Merchant Town 

Village 

Temple Town 

Various types and forms of Preservation Districts 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Types of the Preservation Districts of Groups of Historical BuildingsThe new system  "Groups of historic buildings and the environs which build up a value in combination with such buildings.“  include post towns along pre-modern highway routes, temple towns formed around large Buddhist temples, castle towns (including samurai residences), and blocks of Western-style buildings from the late 19th century. Over time, with the construction of successive buildings, such districts had developed their own overall character and color, including the aspects of their location, scale, form and importance. Closely connected to such a building group and the overall scene are "the environs which are integral to the formation of strong scenic value" including such elements as trees, ponds and gardens. Rather than designating the individual historic structures as cultural properties, the entire area is recognized as an aggregate cultural property, and this mechanism represents a major expansion of the previous concept of cultural properties.   The second major difference from other preservation mechanisms for cultural assets is that the national government provides financial and other support for preservation programs that are actually administered by a municipal government. The municipality is primarily concerned with regulating exterior alterations to the group of historic buildings as well as the other structures and the environs which have been included in the designated preservation district. In addition, the preservation-related tasks of management, maintenance, scenic management and restoration are handled by the municipality.



Transitive Graph of  the number of  
Important Preservation District for Groups of Historic Buildings 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Increase trend of the Important Preservation Districts



Total Area 
  ３，７８７．９ha 

Total number of  Buildings  
        ３７，４７１ 

Number of Families 
       １８，２９９ 

Population 
    ４５，１８８ 

Historic Buildings(Architecture) 
      １３,４１２ 

Historic Buildings(Other structures) 
      ９，００９ 

Natural Features(Tree, Garden, Land) 
                    ４，０１９ 

Basic Data 
Important Preservation District for Groups of Traditional Buildings 

  

Number of Districts: 114 
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Ohuchi Shuku, Shimogou Cho, Fukushima Pref. 
Post-station Town 

Roof Plan 1969 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Roof plan of Ouchi-syuku Village. Most of houses have thatched roof.This is a map of Preservation District.Historic buildings are painted black.List of historic buildings are kept by Local Government.
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Ohuchi Shuku, Shimogou Cho, Fukushima Pref. 
Post-station Town 
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Minomachi, Mino City, Gifu Pref. 
Merchant Town 



World Cultural Heritage  
Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and its Cultural landscape 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine in the south-west of Honshu Island is a cluster of mountains, rising to 600 m and interspersed by deep river valleys featuring the archaeological remains of large-scale mines, smelting and refining sites and mining settlements worked between the 16th and 20th centuries. The site also features routes used to transport silver ore to the coast, and port towns from where it was shipped to Korea and China. The mines contributed substantially to the overall economic development of Japan and south-east Asia in the 16th and 17th centuries, prompting the mass production of silver and gold in Japan. The mining area is now heavily wooded. Included in the site are fortresses, shrines, parts of Kaidô transport routes to the coast, and three port towns, Tomogaura, Okidomari and Yunotsu, from where the ore was shipped.The left picture shows Omori-Ginzan Preservation District.



World Cultural Heritage  
Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and its Cultural landscape 

Industrial Town 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
左上から羅漢寺五百羅漢、重要文化財熊谷家住宅、駒の足の町並み、石見銀山の丁銀、航空写真は北から伝建地区を通して仙の山を望む。



Fire Prevention equipment   Fire gun 

 “The Historic Villages of Shirakawa-go and Gokayama” 

World Cultural Heritage 
Shirakawago, Gifu Pref. 

Mountain Village 
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保存地区範囲 
Ineura, Ine Cho, Kyoto Pref.  
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Former Plans of Tomo-no-ura Reclamation and Bridge Construction  

1983 Reclamation Area:4.6ha 1995 Reclamation Area:2.3ha 

2000 Reclamation Area:2.0ha 
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Movable breakwater  

Tide embankment construction plan  2015 

Tide embankment  

’gangi’ 

‘tadeba' (old dock) 
'hatoba' 

'hatoba' 

'joya-to' 
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Project of New Tide Embankment  with maintenance road 
and widening of existing road proposed  

by Hiroshima Prefectural Government, January 2016 

Present  

Plan 

R.C. Embankment 

Sea 
Maintenance road 25 



Scenery of the coast 

26 



Scenery of the coast 

Private embankment 
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Traditional buildings in risk  
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Bad examples of bad repair or rehabilitation 
works   
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Bad examples of bad repair and rehabilitation 
works   

30 



NPO CORPORATION 
全国町並み保存連盟 
 

The Japanese 
Association for  
MACHI-NAMI 
Conservation and 
Regeneration 

The Japanese Association for Machi-nami Conservation and 
Regeneration was founded in 1974 as a nationwide liaison organization to 
support citizen movements promoting conservation of historic towns, and have 
since 1978 held annual National General Meetings for Historic Towns.  

We continue to focus on conservation of historic towns as an effective 
method and solution for “machizukuri” community building, encouraging and 
supporting actions led by local residents.  

Today, the association is comprised of members from all over Japan, 
including 67 organizations and over 200 individuals. 31 
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Arimatsu, Nagoya City, Aichi Pref. 
Merchant Town  
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